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Greetings of peace and joy!
Peace!

I hope all of you, my brothers and sisters in Christ, are doing well.
As we celebrate the Easter season with great joy, we continually thank God
for a very successful and fruitful Extraordinary Council of YCS Asia last March.
It has been our prayer and our hope that the coordination in YCS Asia be
kept alive and be strengthened as we work with our global campaign. In this
regard, we thank the International Team and our beloved former team
members who gave their time, effort, and resources in helping out with
organizing the Extraordinary Council. We are also thankful for our Asian
chaplain, Fr. Serge, who gave his time in making sure that YCS Asia be on its
feet again. A lot of fruits came from this gathering and one of them is this
newsletter.
This newsletter is an idea that was born from discussions of being updated
with what is happening in YCS Asia as a region and in each of the National
Movements.
The aim is to have a sense of awareness and unity among the National
movements of YCS Asia. This will help us see each of our actions not as
individual unconnected groups, but as individual yet united movements all
throughout Asia in solidarity with IYCS as a whole.
I hope that this newsletter, released regularly be one of the means for us to
keep in touch with each other. I pray that we be well united in our
advocacies and that we will always be guided by the teachings of our Lord as
we work to bring Christ to the World and to bring the World to Christ.

Greetings to all the members of the family
of the International Young Christian
Student Movement all over the world.
As we celebrate the Season of Easter,
which is the season of the triumph of love
and life over death, it is good to recognize
in the journey of YCS-Asia and the Asian
Team the same pattern of the paschal
mystery. YCS-Asia, and may be YCS all over
the world, had gone through difficult
times; a dark journey; an experience of
death. The weight of the cross of
sustaining our movement continues to lay
heavy on our shoulders. Often we feel
hopeless and hapless. And yet, our journey
does not end in despair, defeat, and death
The Extraordinary Session and Council
that happened on March 13-19, 2017, here
in the Philippines, is a sure sign of the gift
of the resurrection. Since the inspiration
and the power that had given birth to YCS
is the power of the Risen Lord, YCS then
would not completely die but will always
have the hope of new life, new inspiration,
new vision, renewal, and transformation.
May all those who were there during that
Council nurture the memories they had
shared with each other and be continually
empowered to offer themselves as a gift
for Asia; a gift that will contribute to the
renewing and transformation of our region
into a better continent where the Asian
People are sharing abundant life for all.
Congratulations.

Delegates having Morning
Reflection

Summit &
Council
Program

Climate Summit &
Extraordinary Asian Council
IYCS Asia: Climate Summit and Extraordinary Asian Council, “Protecting
Our Common Home: Students Taking Action to Protect Creation and Build

March 14
Welcoming Session
A look at the Asian
Situation
Ecology Park Visit
Documentary Viewing

March 15
Presentation on Laudato Si
Workshop IYCS Global
Campaign
Asian Team Report
Climate Negotiation Games

March 16
Presentation on Action Plans
for IYCS Global Campaign
Presentation of Sub-Regions
on Chosen Advocacies
International Climate Court

March 17
Community Visit to IYCS Asian
Secretariat Home & Office
Dinner with former IYCS and
Student Catholic Action
Philippines Members

March 18
Presentation of Action
Plans
Extraordinary Asian
Council

Sustainable Peace”, held 13-19th March 2017 at the Assumption Retreat
House, Sumulong Highway, Antipolo City, Rizal, Philippines.
The Summit and Asian Council brought over 18 delegates composed of
Chaplains, Formators, and Students from Six National Movements from
India, Bangladesh, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, China, and the Philippines,
including the Secretary General from the International Secretariat of IYCSJECI (International Young Catholic Students) in France. They were brought
together to share their experiences and feedback from their respective
National Movements as well as to address, as a region, the Global
Campaign of IYCS for 2015-2019.
The Summit and Council was structured around small, facilitated
workshops and presentations to allow the delegates to enter into
discussion that would facilitate in coming up with a Final Statement for
the Asian Region as a call to action in relation to the theme: “Protecting
Our Common Home,” as well as coming up with solutions for the future of
the IYCS Asian Coordination and its National Movements.
On the last day, an Extraordinary Asian Council was held in order to gather
the young delegates to come up with viable actions that would respond to
the Asian Coordination’s current challenges and to get the response of the
delegates on how to proceed for the future of the Asian Office that is
currently located in the Philippines.
Feedback from the Summit and Council was very positive and enriching –
the delegates greatly enjoyed the opportunity that was given to them to
be able to respond to the future of IYCS Asia and as a group, to create a call
of action for the Global Campaign of IYCS Asia. This program has given
these different National Movements to explore ideas together and raise
commonalities within their own countries to rise and act for a better future
for the world and for the future of the Church.

Visit to the IYCS Asia
House in Avocado St.
Las Piñas, Philippines

The Road To Avocado

by Loucille Alcala-Dabhi
Former Asian Coordinator & International Team and
Current Advisory Board
‘Road to Avocado’ has been one of the favorite sections of IYCS Asian Newsletter.
YCSers, animators chaplains and general readers look forward to life of Asian
Team members who stay in the street named avocado of Las Pinas City,

Future Plans
Conference Calls
Bi-monthly meetings of
the Interim
Coordination Team

Philippines. Stories of team members on their arrival in the new place, the
creation of new team and how they lived and worked together as YCS Asian
Team.
Since last year, the Road to Avocado had been very quiet. During the YCS Asian
Council in year 2015, Bosco Tri Pham of YCS Vietnam was elected as an Asian
Coordinator. Due to the huge financial challenge faced by the coordination, he

Asian Council 2018
Preparations for the
Asian Council 2018 to be
held in Taiwan

was working based in his home country for sometime. Yet, later last year, he
decided to resign from the post.
Nevertheless, Fr. Serge Maniba, the part-time YCS Asian chaplain had continued
the work. With the presence of the liaison officers from three national movements,
namely; SCA Philippines, YCS Sri Lanka and YCS China along with the guidance of
IYCS International Secretariat and some members of the IYCS Advisory Board,
they keep the coordination going. Steven Segura of SCA Philippines took charged
of the communication to movements especially in the planning and organizing
the Extraordinary Asian Session and Council.
The Extraordinary Council held in March which was participated by six national
movements, with YCS Malaysia sending their proxy-vote, spent time reflecting
and discussing the present coordination. Challenges were laid down. Participants
even visited the ‘road to avocado’ so they can vividly see the situation. Confronted

CAFÉ

Planning and discussions
to revive the CAFÉ
Meeting to be held in
Thailand

Quarterly Newsletter
Quarterly Newsletter to be sent
to all National Movements to
know the updates of the
different National Movements

with so many issues, concerns and difficulties, the participants were more than
enthusiastic in exploring various possible options of a way forward. An Interim
coordination team was elected and accepted the challenge of taking the next
steps of the coordination.
Like any other journey, IYCS Asia keeps the hope that YCS Asia Coordination will
continue its road. It may not be exactly like the ‘road to avocado,' but certainly the
same journey of giving meaning in the student milieu.

Social Media Team
Official IYCS Asia Social
Media Team to manage
the different online
platforms and creation of
content

Delegates with their Certificates at the
Conclusion of the Summit & Extraordinary
Council

Looking Forward
Richard Apeh
Secretary - General, IYCS
Dear friends, fellow YCSers,
I would like to use this opportunity on

Interim Coordination Team,
Advisory Board & Property Committee
At the conclusion of the Climate Summit and
Extraordinary Asian Council, the election of an
Interim Coordination Team was constituted
composed of Steven Nelson Segura (Philippines),

behalf of the International Secretariat

Pa Yao Zong (Taiwan), Hsu Shao Chieh (Taiwan),

and the International Team of IYCS to

Jimmy Pdang (India), Fr. Sergio Maniba (Asian

congratulate the students and leaders of

Chaplain) and Althea Geronilla who volunteered

IYCS Asia for your courage in
rejuvenating the vibrancy that once
existed in the YCS of your region. The

her service as Secretary.
The team will be acompanied by an advisory
body composed of former Asian Coordinators and

bold step taken during your

Members:

Extraordinary Council meeting to set up

Teresa Mourad, Singapore (Asian Team 1989-1992,

an Interim Coordination Team and an
Advisory Board to journey together
towards a more robust Asian Council in

IYCS Advisory Board 2007-2015, Asian
Secretariat Advisory Board 2013-2016)
Manoj Mathew, India (Asian Team 2000-2003,
IYCS Secretary-General 2003-2007, IYCS Advisory

2018 is a step taken in the right direction

Board 2011-2015)

and we congratulate you as well thank

Ngo Thi Thu Ha Vietnam, (Asian

all those who volunteered themselves for
these enormous tasks.

Coordinator 2006-2009)
Cyril Ryan Lituañas, Philippines (Student Catholic
Action of the Philippines)
Fr. Sergio Maniba (Asian Chaplain 2014-Present)

Like the flowers in spring, we are very
happy to see things springing up again in

Also constituted was a governing board to follow

the region and we consider this a great

up all legal procedures regarding the IYCS

progress for our Movement. We assure
you of our fervent prayers and support in
your strive to transform the world

and tax matters. Its members are
Bishop Leopoldo Jaucian, Fr. Sergio Maniba,
Loucille Alcala-Dabhi, Philippines (2000-2004
Asian Team, 2007-2011 International Office),

the students and the students milieu

Frence Boiser (Student Catholic Action of the

our light and our guide.

Philippines) and Althea Geronilla as
Corporate Secretary.
A committee was also established to handle the
IYCS Asia Properties in the Philippines that is

Shalom From IYCS International
Secretariat, Paris

Interim Coordination Team with members of the
Advisory Board and Secretary-General
(L-R: Loucille, Ha, Interim Team, Richard Apeh)

Securities and Exchange Commission registration

through the personal transformation of

May Christ the risen Lord continue to be

Interim Coordination Team (L-R: Fr. Serge
Maniba, Jessica & John (Taiwan), Althea &
Steven (Philippines), Jimmy (India)

composed of Fr. Sergio Maniba, Althea Geronilla,
Loucille Alcala-Dabhi, and Fr. Aloysius Tan Yih Soo,

IYCS Update & Property Meeting with Bishop
Leopoldo Jaucian, Fr. Serge Maniba, Fr. Aloysius
Tan Yih Soo, and Althea Geronilla on April 27.
2017 at the Manila Hotel

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

#ONEMILLION
YOUTHVOICES
SURVEY
AYD 2017 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia
JULY 30 - AUGUST 06, 2017
ARE YOU & YOUR NM JOINING?

This will present the collective
voice of the youth regarding faith and
the church in the Synod in Rome on 2018

Let us know through FB @ IYCS ASIA or email us at office@iycsasia.org

Fill out the survey: http://tinyurl.com/youthsurveyIYCS
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IYCS GLOBAL
CAMPAIGN
FOR 2015-2019

Are you interested in joining our Public Affairs Team?

To achieve reduction
of Global Warming

Email us at office@iycsasia.org for more information

SOCIAL MEDIA
TEAM

To grant access to
Holistic Quality
Education
To transform Conflict
and achieve
Sustainable Peace

